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Calendar No. 601 

iCONGRESS O I DTC CIO 

Ist Session J, tvLlJ. yo 

[Report No. 602] 


IN THE SENATE OE THE UNITED STATES 

June 30 (legislative day, June 27), 1953 

]\fr. Hickenlooter (for bimself, Mr. Iínowland, Mr. Wilet, Mr. Mtjndj, Mr. 
Fulbright, Mr. Giíeen, Mr. Gillette, and Mr. Hill) introduce.! the fol- 
lowing joint resolution; whicli was read twice and referred to Il>e Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations 

‘ July 18 (legislative day, Jui.'y 6), 1953 
Reported bv Mr. Hickenlooter, Mdth ainendments 

[Omit the part struck throngh and insert the part printed in italic] 


JOINT RESOLUTION 

To strengthen the foreign relations of tlie United States )>} 
establishing a Commission on International Telecommuni- 
cations. hit 

Whereas the overseas information program as carried on throngh 
the media of telecommunications is of continuing and inoren s- 
ing importance in carrying out and support.ing the foreign 
policies of the United States; and 

Whereas in his State of the Union message, Eebmary 2, 1953, 
the President asserted the necessity “to make more effective 
all activities related to intemational information ; and 

Wher^Hs the Senate Special Subcommittee 'smO verseas Infor- 
ma tiorN^rograms of the Foreign E el ations'Slmnin i ttee in a 
report fiMSfmie 15, 1953, concluded that “tfN^easibility 
of linking the^^S^rtic nations and muoh of the nOT^Uom- 

I \ 
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2 of the United States of America in Gongress assembled, 

3 That. tliere is li ei'cb y establislied a commissioii^ to be known 

4 as the Commission orVlnternati onal Telecommunieations (in 

5 t-his Act referred to as the “Commission”) . 

6 MEMBEESHTI * OF THE GOMMTSSTON 

'i Sec. 2. Xumber and Appointment. — The Commis- 
8 sion shall be composed of nine members as follows : 

( 1 ) Five appointed by the President of the United 
? States, •«©Pwh’iJm ’at feast one eaeh shall be appointed 
from the telecommunieations industry and at least one 
from the field of edueatien education and of whom not 
more ihan three shall be from the same political party; 

(2) Two appointed from the Senate by the Presi- 
dent of the Senate of whom not more than one shall be 
from the same political party, and 

(3) Two appointed from the House of Represent- 
atives by the Speaker of the House of Representativos 
of whom not more than one shall be from the same politi- 
cal party. 
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-(b)- - P - oliticau Aithi - ation. — Oí the hrst etess ef 
me mbers mentiono d m att b se ethm «o m we t - han íbree 
memb e rs shad be frem the same pe htiea l parte. - Oí the 
seoond and third olasscs eí members mcntion e d m s ub s e e tion 
-(a)- erdy ene mombcr shad be solocted freía the same 
pe fit le al party; 

ORGANIZATION OP THE COMMISSION 

Sec. 3. Tlie Commission shall choose its Chairinan and 
Vice Chairman from among its members and shall estab- 
lish its own procedure. 

QUORUM 

Seo. 4. Five members of the Commission shall con- 
stitute a quorum. 

COMPENSATTON OE MEMBERS OF TITE COMMISSION 

Sec. 5. (a) Members of Congress.— Members of 
Congress who are members of the Commission shall serve 
without compensation in addition to that received for their 
serviees as Members of Congress; but without regará to any 
other provisión of law tliey shall be reimbursed for travel, 

subsistence, and other necessary expenses incurred by them 

* 

in the performance of the duties vested in the Commission 
and reasonable advances may he made to them for such 
purposes. 

(b) Members of the Execijtive Brancii. — Any 
members of the Commission who may be in the executive 
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1 branch of tlie Government shall receive the compensation 

2 wkich he would receive if he were not a tnember of the 

3 Commission, but without regará to any other provisión of 

4 lazo they shall be reimbursed for travel, subsistence and other 

5 necessary expenses incurred by tkem in the performance of 

6 the dnties vested in the Commission and reasonable advances 

7 may be made to tkem for such purposes. 

8 (c) Membeks Fkom Peivate Life.— T he members 

9 from prívate Ufe shall receive not to exceed $75 per diem 

10 wlien cngaged in the performance of duties vested in the 

11 Commission, plus reimbursement for travel, subsistence, and 

12 other necessary expenses incurred by them in the perform- 

13 anee of such duties. 

STAFF OF THE COM M ISSION 

Sec. 6. The Commission shall liave power to appoint 
a Secretary General at a salary of not to exceed $15,000 
17 per annum, and an Assistant Secretary General at a salary 
of not to exceed $12,500 per annum, and such other per- 
19 sonnel in aceordance with the Classificaiion Act of 1949, as 
29 amended, or to obtain assistance from Government agencies 

21 on a reimbursable basis. The Commission is further author- 

22 ized to employ experts and consultants for temporary and 

23 intermi ttent personal Services, but at rates not to exceed 
21 $75 per diem for individuái s eadi individual. The Com- 
2^ mission is authorized without regará to any other provisión 
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of law to reimburse employees, experta, and consultants for 
travel, subsistence, and other necessary expenses incurred by 
them in the performance of their official duties and to make 
reasonable advanees to sucb persons for such purposes. 

EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION 
Seo. 7. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated, 
out of any money in tbe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
not to exceed $25*090 $, 250,000 to carry out the provisions 
of this Act. 

REPORT — EXPIRATION OF THE COMMISSION 

Seo. 8 . (a) Report. — On or before December 31, 
1954 the Commission shall make a report of its fíndings 
and recommendations to the Congress. It may submit such 
interim reports as it deems desiráble. 

(b) Expieation of the Commission.— Ninety days 
after the submission to the Congress of the report provided 
for in subsection (a) of this seetion 8 , the Commission shall 
cease to exist. 


DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION 
X 9 ' The Commission is directed to examine, study, 
and report > 4 ^ the subject of International teleeommuiiica- 
tions and to recbqimend agreements, policies, and mensúrete^ 

which will stimulate rlm development and the effective use 

• • • 

of this media in fostering coó’jinration and mutual understand- 
ing among the free nations of tnfcvworld. 
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Wi liout limiting the ge íeral scope uf this directioií, the 
work o ; the Commission sil til inelude consideration of, and 
report ( n, the following matt ¡rs : | 

(1 Present status of l|ie use of the internationíH air- 
waves i i the Information prwrams of this country andf other 

I 1 

nations af the world. 1 í 

í I | 

(2 Present status of tile use of televisión in thefinfor- 

¡ 

mation programs of this coi ntry and other nations |f the 
world. ! I 


(3 J Possibilities of the fexpanded use of televisión in 

I i ' 

earryin^ out the purposes ojf Public Law 402 (Eigfhtietli 

1 i t 

Congreso) . f i 

# | 

(4)! Possibilities of interfiational coopera tion, botl| gov- 

1 *? 5 

| •} . * 

ernmentil and private, in the jconstruction, maintenanc| and 

operatio i of facilities to link ihe freo nations of the Ivorld 
in an epective international ‘telecommunica.tions’ (ijiclud- 
ing televisión) network. * & 

POWEKS OB THE COMMISSION 
Sec. 10. (a) The Commission or, on the authorization 
of the Commission, any subcommittee or member thereof, 
shall have power to hold hearings and sit and act at such 
times and places in the United States and abroad and at 
such times , to require by subpena or otherwise the attend- 
ance of such witnesses and the production of such books, 
papers, and documents, to administer such oaths, and to 
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1 take such testimony, aad te makc sueh lawfed expenditure s 

2 as the Commission or such subcommittee or member may 

3 deem advisable. Subpenas shall be issued under the signa- 

4 ture of the Chairman of the Commission and shall be served 

5 by anv person designated by him. 

6 (b) The Commission may authorize the Chairman or 

7 the Vice Chairman to make the expenditures herein author- 
3 ized and such other expenditures as the Commission may deem 
^ advisable, Pruvided, hot rever, That ivhcn the Commission 

10 ceases its activities it shall submit to the Appropriations Com- 

11 mittees of the Senate and, the House of Representativos a 

12 statement of its fiscal transactions properly audited by the 

13 Comptroller General of the United States. 

14 -fbf ( (■) The Commission is authorized to secure from any 
l' F) department, agency, or independent instrumentality of the 
10 Government any information it deeins necessary to carry 
1^ out its functions under this Act; and each such department, 
10 agency, and instrumentality is authorized and directed to 
10 furnish such information to the Commission, upon request 

made by the Chairman or by the Vice Chairman when 
21 acting as Chairman. 
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